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CHARTER OF ACTIVE CITIZENSHIP AND ACTIVE CITIZEN

INTRODUCTION
Today’s society, troubled by profound crises - social, financial, environmental, 
cultural - has promoted the meaning of active citizenship to a a particularly 
significant term. New and emerging needs the restoration and continuation of the 
values require by all those claiming a role and a saying. Τo participate at the level 
of both taking and implementing the decisions in each matter that affects them 
and specifies the present but mainly their future.

The Charter of the Active Citizenship draws its inspiration, inter alia, from the 
Charter of Fundamental Rights of the EU and particularly from article 11 on the 
freedom of expression and information, article 12 on the freedom of assembly 
and of association, article 21 on the prohibition of discrimination and article 41 
on the right to good administration, as well as from the actual experiences of the 
citizens and of the organisations, which directly or indirectly are involved in the 
European and national public policies. It contains 20 articles and is divided into 
the following sections:

• General Principles 
• Rights of the Active Citizen 
• Obligations of the Active Citizen 

Thus, the 16 articles of the Charter are the embodiment of the fundamental rights 
and as such they exist and must be followed even if the European and national 
legislations do not provide explicitly for their protection.

This Document constitutes a precursor and an instrument for the formation and 
upgrading of policies pertaining to active citizenship. Policies and planning that 
specify the roles, rights and obligations of Active citizen who participates in civic 
life.

The recognition of this Document by the Republic of Cyprus will contribute to 
its building and development through the collective exercise of citizens’ rights, 
already recognized as guaranteed fundamental rights.
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DEFINITIONS
 

ACTIVE CITIZENSHIP 
Citizenship means the capacity of any person to be citizen within the framework 
of the social, political, cultural, financial and educational profile of such person. 
Capacity described by Aristoteles with references to the characteristic figures of 
the citizen emphasizing on the civic participation. The significance of the attitude 
of each citizen in relation to how active such citizen chooses to be but also the 
important role of the education in this decision, are reflected in the documents of 
the European Commission “Towards a European Dimension of Education and 
Citizen’s Active Participation” (2000) – “Education and Active Citizenship in the 
European Union “ (1998), aiming at encouraging the citizen’s active participation 
and intending to an education leading to such participation.

ACTIVE CITIZEN 

Active Citizen is the responsible citizen who is informed, knows his rights and 
obligations, expresses his opinion and participates in an active, energetic and 
critical manner in the society.

The Active Citizen has values; values governed by virtues of which a human being 
enriches his life and raises his culture. And as complex is the personality of a 
human being as multidimensional are the virtues that should distinguish such 
human being. And if we consider that a human being is a social and political 
one, the virtues that must initially distinguish him are those appertaining to a 
democratic person, to a citizen. Taking always into consideration that citizen and 
mainly democratic citizen means an active human being in a social and political 
evolution formed by him for him having as main figure the action.
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PART
General Principles

Article 1: The Role of Active Citizen 
Active Citizen is the responsible citizen, who is informed, knows 
his rights and obligations, expresses his opinion and participates 
actively, energetically and in a critical manner in society either 
as member of a body or autonomously. He works to protect the 
citizens’ rights and their emancipation, and/or to preserve common 
goods. He acts in favour of the general interest, with a creative 
attitude without aiming at any personal benefit. He contributes to 
the protection of the fundamental rights and to the enhancement of 
the democratic life. 

Article 2: The Role of the State
The state adds value and encourages the active citizen’s activities 
aiming at the protection of the rights, the preservation or/and the 
enhancement of the common goods, or / and the general interest.

The state should create an environment to favour the development 
of the active citizen’s activities and provide them with support by 
implementing the appropriate instruments, systems and processes 
for the promotion, the wider participation and the formulation of 
policies in a transparent and clear manner. 

For a state to have active citizens, it should provide them with the 
proper information, education and training to be able to know when 
and how to intervene, act and be creative and effective towards the 
public benefit. 

1
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Article 3: The Role of Active Citizenship Bodies (NGO) 
The Active Citizenship Bodies (NGO) contribute to the promotion 
of wider civic participation in the democratic life of a country. In its 
turn, the state is obliged to provide such bodies with any support 
in the implementation of their obligations and to encourage them to 
comply with the following requirements: 

• To be accountable towards their members. 

• To apply transparent procedures, especially on financial 
matters and on any matter relating to public and European 
funds, or/and contributions of citizens. 

• To preserve their independency from other factors.

• To implement democratic procedures

• To promote the interests and aspirations of citizens and to 
ensure for their conveyance to local, national, European 
and international level, with special attention to marginalized 
groups of people.

• To provide citizens with specific opportunities to work together 
and participate in the construction of the country through 
European, national and local planning and initiatives.

• To support with adequate evidence their opinions and 
requests and to suggest appropriate measures for the 
solution of the problems. 

• To comply with the minimum standards of transparency, 
such as the adoption of code of conduct and the publication 
of their objectives, their mission, their legal status, their 
members and administrative bodies, their financing sources, 
their budgets and accounts, the work programme and the 
procedures applied for monitoring all the above.
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PART 
The Four Essential Principles of Active Citizen

In order to give the opportunity to citizens to be able to identify 
the opportunities and their dynamic for participation in civic life, a 
“model” was formulated containing four essential principles. Each 
one of them suggests particular methods of education, which 
may be combined to create those preconditions able to formulate 
democratic persons with self-confidence, knowledges, values, 
skills, and attitude of life in a way to be active in public life.

Evaluate and appreciate your abilities
Emphasis is given on working together with other people, either in 
terms of building trust, or exploiting life experiences or practices 
for the development of skills. For instance, skills in preparing 
presentations, public speeches, participating in meetings or/and 
presiding such meetings, preparing budgets, designing plans, 
dealing with difficult situations, and in claiming decisions in general. 
These may be the structural elements to boost self-confidence and 
accept pre-existing values and experiences of a person. 

Know yourself through and with the others 
Our clear understanding of the factors which formulate our lives, 
such as education, religion, family, parenthood, sexuality, race, 
financial dependence etc., is the way to learn how to evaluate 
ourselves and to communicate genuinely and sincerely with the 
others. Then we will be at a better position to support each other, 
overcome the inevitable conflicts and work together to materialize 
the positive changes that we all need in our life.

2
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Know how the external world works and choose where you 
want to be 
n order to be able to make changes and our voices to be heard, we 
must know how the system works: how the structures of decision-
making have been constructed, how these structures work, who 
are involved, to which extent are they accountable, who holds the 
power in each given situation. This means to get to know everything 
necessary in relation to local, national and international structures 
affecting our lives. If we know well our role and our position in that 
system, i.e. as voters, consumers, citizens, then we can afford to 
have better understanding in respect of our rights and obligations. 
As soon as we acquire such knowledge, we can make choices in 
our role as active citizens. 

Learn where you must direct yourself and take what you are 
entitled to. 
In order to bring about positive changes in public life, we must make 
our own voice to be heard, demand information on the matters of 
our concern and know how to claim, within permissible limits, what 
we are entitled to. We may participate in campaigns, consultations, 
organised groups etc. 

4 2
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Appreciate our
abilities, skills,
knowledge and

experiences

We work for the Active Participation and our development
and the development of the people as a whole.

We  know how the world  around us works and  
which is our position in it.

We get to know 
ourselves through 

and with the others.
We identify our 

common experiences 
and objectives

We know
 which point we
 want to reach

and what it takes
for that.

We choose 
our position
in Society.

SELF-ESTEEM 
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PART 
Rights of Active Citizen 

Article 4: Right to participation 
Each citizen has the right to actively participate in Public Life1.

Article 5: Right to intervention 
In case that any active citizen ascertains illegalities or/and 
irregularities o/and violation of the rights and the well meant interests 
of the same or/and his fellow citizens, he shall have the right to 
intervene together with his fellow citizens, the local authorities, 
institutional bodies and organised groups.

Article 6: Right in the taking of preventive measures 
The active citizen reserves the right to participate in activities aiming 
at preventing the cause of damage to people and common goods, 
the degradation of the high levels of protection of human health, 
the consumer’s rights and the environment as these are specified 
in the Charter of Fundamental Rights of EU.

Article 7: Right to Consultation
The active citizen has the right to participate in all public consultations 
carried out in complete transparency. The state should guarantee 
that his views will be taken into account and that no decision as a 
result of such public consultation is pre-taken. 
 

3

1  The term “Public life” is referring to situations and spaces where matters of general interest are treated, including the 
action fields of the state.  The active citizens should have the chance to directly participate in the whole procedure of es-
tablishing a policy, meaning that they should be considered as one of the essential actors in specifying the said procedure 
of implementing the policy and its evaluation.  Also, their contribution in the process of decision-making should be asked 
from the very beginning and not after making any such decisions.



10

Article 8: Right to Information 
The active citizen reserves the right to have free access in 
information and updating for matters of his concern, in order to 
know his choices, where and how he shall act when necessary, 
together with other fellow citizens, institutional bodies, local society 
and other institutions.

Article 9: Right to education and training 
Education brings on active citizens2. Through the multidimensional 
matters with which it deals, it aims at formulating democratic 
individuals with knowledge, values, skills and life attitude which are 
essential components for living peacefully and having a creative 
mood.

2 An education formulating emancipated and mature people having a democratic background may prevent the social 
dispersion. It may converge the diversities within the modern multicultural societies of  the West (Anastasiades, 
Theodorides & Karakatsanes, 2007).
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PART
Obligations of Active Citizen 

Article 10: He shall be responsible for himself and take care his 
health and wellness, his personal prosperity and development.

Article 11: He shall be informed about common life, he shall seek 
information, filter any news, participate in the space of public 
discussion either in the traditional way or using modern means, he 
shall develop critical thought and take a stand. 

Article 12: He shall protect and care for the environment and not 
pollute, he shall adopt practices reinforcing green and economizing 
energy, he shall be careful with the water consumption, he shall 
recycle, he shall use the public transportation whenever possible 
and feasible. 

Article 13: He shall claim his rights in public space, he shall 
pursue the public expression and the demand of his rights, the 
establishment of infrastructures both in his neighborhood and 
country, the maintenance of free spaces, the green protection in 
common areas and the cultural inheritance.

Article 14: He shall respect the diversity and human rights, assist 
his fellow citizens, obey the rules adopted for their facilitation, he 
shall collaborate for the common benefit, the coexistence of people 
and nations without prejudices. 

Article 15: He shall act, observe what takes place in the society 
and intervene, together with his fellow citizens, local authorities, 
institutional bodies and organised groups when he finds out 
illegalities or/and irregularities. 

Article 16: He shall exercise with consistency his democratic rights 
and his respective obligations. 
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